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NOTIFICATION _

The 28th December, 1993

No. 16456/Legis.—The following act of the Orissa Legislative Assembly having
been assented to by the Governor on the 27th Deceraber, 1993 is here by published
for general information. .
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ORISSA ACT 30 OF 1993
THE ORISSA FIRE SERVICE ACT, 1993

AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR T HE FIRE PREVENTION AND FIRE SAFBTY MEASURES 1N
© THE 3TATE AND FOR THE CONSTITUTION O™ A STATE FIRE SERVICE TQ
CARRY OUT FIRE FIGHTING MEASUIRBES

BE it enacted by the Legislature of the State of QOrissa in the Forty-foucth Year
of the Republic of India as ,follo§y5~

CHAPIER ¥

PRELIMINARY
Short tiile, 1. (1) This Act moay be called the Orissa Fire Setvice Act, 1993,
extent and
ﬂ:;ﬁfeme' © {2) It extends to the whole of the State of Orissa,

(3) This section and sections 2, 2 and 4 sball come into force ut once, and the
rewnainipg provisions of this Act shali come into force on such date as the State
Government may, by notification, appoint, and different dates may be appointed for
different provisions of this Act and for aifferent areas, and any reference in any such
provision to the commencement of this Act shall, i refation 1o an area, be construed
as a refervuce to the coming inta forca of that provision in that area.

Provided that in any avea to which firs prev?ntion. or fire salety measures h
beecn extended prior to the cominencement of this section by the existing Fire Service
Branch of Orissa Police administere] ‘a\nd regu'a(ed by the OQrissa Police Manual, it
shall come into force in that arca on the appointed day.

ave
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Definitions. 2. In this Act, unless the context otherwisc requires,—

(@) ““appointed day” means the date on which-the Director is appointed uader
section-4;

(b) “building” means a hoi se, outhouse, warzhouse, godown, stable, latfine,
urinal, shed, hut, wall { sther than a boundary wall) or any other structure,
whether of masonry, br ;ks, wood, mud, metal or other materizal ;

(¢) “Director” means the D rector of Fire Service appointed uader section 4;

(d) «“fire fighting appliances’ meauns fire-engines, fire-escapes, accoutrements,
equipments, tools, implements and things whatever used for fire-fighting,
and includes motor vehicles and other means of transport used in
connection with fire-fighting;

() “fire prevention and fire safety measures” means such measures as are
necessary for the prevention, control and fighting of fire and for ensuring
* the safety of life and property in case of fire;

(f) “‘Fire Service’’ means the Orissa Fire Service constituted under section 3;

(g) “Fire Station” includes any post or placeas the State Government may,
by general or special order, declare to be a Fire Station;

(A) “'local area’ means any area over which a local authority has jurisdiction;
(1) “‘member” means a member of the Fire Service:

(/) “Officer-in-charge of Fire Station” includes, when the Officer-in-charge of
the Fire Station is absent’ from the Station or is unable (o perform his-
duties, the senior most member who is next in rank to such officer present
at the station ;

(k) “premises” means any 1 or any building or part of a lniilding appurtenant
thereto; '

(1) *‘prescribed” means prescribed by rules;
{m) *“rules” means rules made under this Act.
CHAPTER 11

CONSTITUTION, MAINTENANCE, SUPERINTENDENCE AND CONTROL
OF FIRE SERVICE :

Constitution 3. (I) On and from the appointed day, there shall be constituted and maintained,

of Orissa for the purpose of providing smooth and efficient fire fighting services ir the State,

Fire Service. a fire force to be called the Orissa Fire Service, of which, the entire fire fighting

‘\ personnel forming the existing Fire. Service Branch of the Orissa Polic> shall be
deemed to be the members. .

\
. (2) The existing Fire Service Branch of the Orissa Pglice shall cease fo be a
" Branch of the Orissa Police on and from the appointed day,

Appointment 4. (1) The Fire Sérvice shall ) cousist of a Dircc_tor anl such other officers and staf
ol Director, as its members, as may be prescribed trom time to time.

officers and
other

members (2) The State Government may app2ist any person not below the rank

. of an {ospector-General o'f Police to be lhe. Director of Fire Seryice who shall
1 exercise such powers and dlspbairgc such functions as are or may be conferred or
mposed by or under the provisions of this Act and the rules. .

(3) The Sstate Government may appoint such other officers ander any
prescribed designations to assist the Director, and the officers so appointed spall
excrcise such powers wnd perform such dutics as may be conferred or imposed by o
under the provisions of this Act and the rules within such local arca as may be assigned
to them by the Director.
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(4) Subject to rules, if any, the membuers and stafl’ other than those specified

under the preceding sub-sections shull be appolnied by the Director or any other

officer or officers as may be authorised by the State C{ovcrumenr,
Terms and 5. The terms and conditions of service of the mecmbers -shall, subject to
gr";‘é‘r“‘!"’é‘: the provisions of ihis Act, be governed by kyles and regulatious a3 are

' applicable to Government Servapts.

Auxiliary 6. Whenever it aprears to the State Govert ment that it Is. necessary (o
fire forcs. augment the Fire Service, it may, subject to riles, if any, raise an auxiliary

force by enrolment of volunteers for such arcai and on such  terms and
conditions as it may decm ft.

Control and 7. The general superintendence and control of the Fire Service throughout
superinten-  the State shall vest in the Director.

dence. CHAPTER 1]

POWERS AND FUNCTIONS OF STATE GOVERNMENT, DIRECTOR
AND OTHER MEMBERS

Powers of 8. The State Government may from time to {ime wmake such gencral or special
Jate . orders as it thinks ft—

Government

t ke , L . . . .

O?dr;i :/nh () for equipping the members with such fire-fighting appliances as it deems

{
(74) for buiiding or providing Fire Stations, or hiring pluces, or accommodating
the members and keeping its fire-fighting appliances;

respect to preper;
Fire Service. .

(iif) for giving rewards lo persons  who have given notice of fircs and to
" those who have rendered effective  service to (he Fire Service on the
occasion of firesin casz of their accidents while rendering such service,

or to their dependants where such accids 1 result in the death of such

persons; o

(/v) for-the specdy attendance of membet's with necessary fire-fighting appliancey
on the occasion of any alarm of fire;

(v) for sending the members with necessary fire-fighting appliances beyond the
limits of any area in which this Act 18 in force in order to extinguish fire in
the neighbourhood of such limits on such terms and conditions as it deemg
praper;

(i) for the employment of the members, on such ferms and conditions as it
deems proper, in any work not connected with cxtinguishing firc, for which
the Fire Service may, in its opinion, be usclully ang appropriately

cmployed,
Powery exer- - 9. (1) Ou the occasion of fice, the Director or any officer or membersin-charge
cisablz on of a Fire Stution on the spot, may— '
Oceasion ol
fire, {/} remove, or may order any member to remave, any person who by his
presence interferes with, or impedes, the operation tor cx(inguishing' the
“ fire or for saving hfe or property;

(i) close any stieei cr passage in or near which a firg is burning;

(iiiy for the purpose of extinguishing the fire, enter, break info or through or
pull down any premises for the passage of [re fighting appliances or hause
them to be broken into or through or pulled down, doing as tittle damage
as possible;

. . ’
(v) cause the mains and pipes of any arca to be shut Al so as to give better
pressure of watier in the place where fire has occurred or broken out;

(v)  cause tbe water of aay sircam, cistein, rank, well or other available source
of water-supply, public cr private, to pe 2titiscd  for the purpose of
extipguishing, or limiting the spread of, such firc;
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(vi) exercise the same powers for dispersing any sssembly of person likely to
obstruct thie fire-fighting operation, as if he were an officer-in-charge of a ‘ !
Police Station and ac if such un assembly were an unlawful assembly and :
\ shall be catitled to t : same innpunities and protection as such an officer,
\ in respect of the exeryise of such powers; and

(vii) geoerally take such o :asures as may appear necessary for extinguishing the
fi-  or for the preser ation of life and property.

(2) Aoy damage done on the occasion of fite by the members of fire service in
the due discharge of their duties shall be deemed to be damage by fire within the
meaning of any policy of insurance against fire,

Preventive 10. (1) The State Government may, by - notification, require the owudrs or
measures., occupiers of premises in-apy area in which this Act is in force or of any class of
premises used in any such area lor purposes which, in its opinion, are likely to cause

risk of fire, to take such precautions as may be specified in the npotification.

(2) On the issue of the notification under sub-section (/), it shall be lawful
for the Director or any member authorised by the State Government in this behalf
to direct the removal of objects or goods likely to cause risk of fire to a place of
safety and, on failure of the owner or occupier to do so, the Director or the member
so auvthorised may, after giving the owner or occupier a reasonable opportunity of
making representation, seize, delain or remove such objects or goods or cause the
same to be seized, detained or removed.

g&‘ﬁﬂ t?uform 11. (1} The Director or any member not below the rank of an Officer-in-charge

mation. of a Fire Station as may be authorised by the Director, may, for the purpose
ofobtaining information “r  fire-fighting ‘purposes, require the owner or
accupier of any building or sr property to supply such information with respect to
the character of such buildii ; or other property, the available wafcr-supplies and the
means of access thereto and such owner or occupier shall furnish all the infor-
mation so required.

(2 If any information requirced under sub-section (I) is not furmished within
a reasonahle lime, or the Girector or the member so authorised has reason to belicve
that any information furpished is inaccurate, the Director or the member so autho-
rised may, tor the purpose of obtaining or verifying the information, enter into any
such building or any place, with or without assistancg, after giving such notice to the
owner or occupier as may be presciibed

g

Pirovided that—

(a) no such entry shail be made betwesn sua-set agd sun-rise; and
i

(b) due regard shall always be had, so far as may be compatible with the
exigencies of the purpose for vbich the entiy is mede. to the social and
religiosis usages of the occupants of the buildings or places entered.

(3) The Dircctor or the member scferred to in sub-secticn {2} shall not use

X R ’ ; . any
forcc for the purpesc of « Tecting any evtfiy under the satd sub-g

-section, unless—

(a) such entry canuot otherwise be effected; and

1b) there is reason fo believe that apy offence is being or has been committed
against agy provision of this Act or any rule made thereunder.

Despateh-of 12. The Director o1 any officer avtherized by 1
fire-fighting  behal{ may, on the <
persconelto  Act is not in force. ordd
othet areas,

» 1cer e State Government in this
asivn of u Bire or other emergency in any area in which thig
e despateh of (he members with necescary fire-fohting
appliances ooy ow ie-nghing operalions 1o such otber »vea and thereupon all the

mrayicians QF (hrg A et ana she roles miade theteninder shall ¢ epiv (A cne . s
proviniont o {(hre Ach an 13 ! crennder shal crrly to such adron dl.’:’l'ﬁg

the period ol fire or emcipercy, as tle case way be, or during such peried as the
Director or the ofiicer 50 authorised way specifyv. :




]

Emuicy into
origin of firs
and repord to
Magistrate or

Tahasildar.

\\

En\lmﬂymeul
03 other
dutjes.

Panalty fop
vi olation of
duty,

Failure 1o
Zive infor-
mation.

Failure to
take precay-
tions,

Wilhul
ebstructing
of fire-
fghting
operation,

Peoalty For
false report,

Liability of
propetty
owner to pay
compen-
sation,

Police
Qlliceis g
aid.

5

13. In the case of any fire oceurring within auy area in which tbis Act js ig force,
the seuior mars officer i the rank among the members in that area or where th
members are sent beyond the limits of an’: area in Which this Act is in force to
extinguish fire in the neighbourjiood of such lim s, the senior most officer jn the rapk
droeag the members so seqt, shall asceriain ghe facts as (o the origin and cause of
such fire an- shall ks a report thereon to the viagistrate or the - Tahasildar having
Jurisdiction in the place in which such fire securred; and the said Magistrate or
the Tahasildar, as the casc may be, in any cas - where he may ‘eem fit, summon
witnesses and take svidence in order to further as sriajn such facts,

L4. It shall be lawtu] for the State Government or any officer authorised by it ip
this behalf to cmploy the meibers Upo any rescue, salvage or other works for which
the members are suitable by reason of their experience and the fire-fighting appliances,

CHAPIER 1v

PENALTIES

15. Any inember WHO-——

{@) s found to be guilty of violation of any duty or wilful breach of any
\ provision of this Act or any rules or order made thereunder; or

() is found to be guilty ;of cowardice ; or

(©) withdraws from the duties of his office withouyt permission or without having
given previous notice of at least two months; or

(d) being absent on leave, fails without reasonable cause to report himself for
duty on the expiiation of such leaves,

shall, on conviction, be Punishable with impris,onmont which may exten( to three
months, or with fine which may extend to an ame *  pot excecding three monthg’ pay
of such member, or with both. 4 .08

16. Any person who, without just cause, [ails to communicate the information in
bis possession regarding outbreak of fire, shall on colviction be Punishable with
simple imprisonment for a terma which may extend to one month, or with fine which
may extend to five hyndred fupeos, or with poth.

17. Aoy person who fails, without reasonable caise, to comply with the require~
ments specified in a notification jssued under sub-section (I) of section 10 o ol a
direction issued under sub-sectign (2) of that section  shall, on conviction, he
Punishable with a finc which may extend to five hundred rupees,

18. Any person whoe witfully obstructs or interferes with auy member engaged
in fire-fighting operations shall, on couviction, be. punishable “with imprisonment
which may extend to three months, or with fine which may extend to five hvndred
rupess, or with both, )

19. Any persoa who Knowingly gives or causes to b2 given a false teport of the
oulbreak of fire ig any persoa  authorised to reqeive such report by means of a
stafement, messago ot atherwise shall, op conviction, be Punishable  with
imprisonment which may exlfend to ghreo nmonths, or with fipe which may extend
te five hundred rupees, or with both, :

CHAPYER V
MISCELLANEOUS

20. Any persan whose Property caiches fre oy account "of any act of his owp
cr bis agent, done deliberaiely or by crininal ueglicosee, shall be liable to pay
sompensation to any  other persen or persons sufferi famage o his property og
account of any acticn takes nadar Clavses (1 and (. ; of siction 9 by auy officer
or meMmber mentionad Ihere

0T any persgn 20t T indar the
such officer or member.

]

2 2 authority of any

’ J. 4 . NG A of A" P o
21 Teshall be the duty of the DPolice Clicers of all vanks O aid et e

the execution of their Arifiaa vrmdas st a— -
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T pformation 22. Any person who possesses any informafion regarding an outbreak of fire

on gulbreak shall commungicate the same, without delay, to the nearest Fire Station.
of fire.

Consumption 23. Mo charge shall be madc by any local authority fur water consumed by
of water. the Fire Service in fighting fires, filli g static water tanks dr such other purposes.
No compen- 24. No authority in charge OFVIWEH(’:r supply in any area shall be liable to any

satios  for  giaim for compensation for damay i caused by reason of any iuterruption of supply

i“r‘e‘;'v‘;‘:t::‘m of water oceasi- ad under clause ¢ v) ol section 9.

o ; ‘

u Yy, : . . . . . :
;m: yt' . 25. No suit, prosccution or;other legal proceedings shall lie against the
O{"a‘gﬁg‘g Government or any person ioncluding a member for anything which is done or

taken in intended to be done in good faith in pursuance of this Act or any rules or orders
good faith, made theieunder,

Power to 26. (1) The State Government may, by notificition, make rules for carrying out
make rules, e provisions of this Act.

N (2) In particular and without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing

\ power, such rules may provide for the following natters, namely: — :
\ (a) measures recessary for the prevention, control and fighting of fire and
for ensuring the safety of life and property in case of fire; ’

(b) the designations under which the officers may be-appointed under
sub-section (3) of section 4 (o assist the Director;

(¢) the manner of appointment and the terms and conditions of service
including their pay, allowances and other remunerations, if any, their
hours of duties, leave and other ancillary matters;

(d) matters relating to auxiliary firc force that may be raised under
sccilon 6

(¢} the manner of service of notice under sub-section (2) of section 11;

(/) the employment of members or use of any fire-fighting appliances
under section 12 i~ apy ajeain which this Act is not in foree and the
employment of th  embers under section 14 on special services;

(g) any other matter which is required to be, or may be, prescribed.

(3) Until rules are made under this secticn, the rules in forse immediately

hefore the appointed day and applicable to the Officers and stafl of ihe Fire Service
Branch of ihe Orissa Police shall, so far as they are not inconsistent with the
provisions of this Act, centinue inforce and apply to the members.

(4) All rules made under this Act shall, as soon as may be after they arc
made, be laid before the State Legislature for a total period of fourteen days which
may be comprised in one or more sessions and if during the said period the Stute
Legislature makes any modification therein, the rules shall thereafter have efTect
cnly in such modified form, ¢o, however, that such modificatior. shall be without
prejudice to the velidity of anything previously done under the rules.

Saving. 27. dothing in this Act shall be deemed to liniit, modily or dcrogafe from the

) general responsibility of any local or other authority under any law for the time
being in force in the matter of fire-fighting or fue prevention,

Powers (o 28. 1f any doubt or difliculty arises in giving cffect to the provisions of this Act,

retave " the Stale Government may, as occasion may require, by order, do anything not

difticulties. inconsistent with the provisions of this Act or the ruoles mwade thercuoder, which
aprears 1o be necessary for the purpose of removing the deubt or difficulty:

Provided that no order shall te issued under this section after, the expiry of
a period of two years from the date of commencement of this Act,

By order of the Governor
P.K. PANIGRAHTI

Secretary to Government
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